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"Y Elf-love\, which like Fire covets to' 
reſobve-all things into it ſelf, makes 
*Men"they care not what Villany or 
what Impiety they af, ſo it may but con- © 
duce” to their own advantage... And from 
bence*sﬆ was ,: that thee Heathens: turd 
Religion. into @ Trade , wherein. the-moſt 


"Ti 3 


gaiuful was their Sacrifiees: Mendicantes. + - 


vicatim DNeos dugunt ; a Gyd was then 
as fit an ol j. i for Charity, as now a brokew 
Axm , 0r anrooden Leg » Nor, did they 
confider their Gods any otherwiſe, than F- 
their own-Intereſt. Now as' Mufick hath 
that Sympathetick power, to heighten that 
2 affe which is moſt-predominant in, Mengi 
atards;' wet 'y Mitthror M:lanchog 
"ton if it meets with: 

rhes it better, but if 
with bad: Nature, it makes it worſe : Not 
Ke I 1 that: 


The Preface. 


that true Relizgon is here to be blamed, but 
ouly thoſe ill Conſtitatiaus , wherein the 
moſt Srered Tiſtrultions turn ſowre. ' Ob- 
darate Ffeaxts are ever molt ſulj:& ro 4- 
' theijim, whereas foſter Natures are ever 
more inclined to Superſtition ; in. which 
Latter, ' Devotion is ever envre prevalent 
than Tudxment : For as Philoſophy applies 
at feif to Reſon, fo doth R liz5on 70 Paſ- 
froa ; aud therefore noxe are fo ſuccefsjul, 
as thoſe Fanatical ſellers of words, who are 
mot quarrelſagwith their Pulpits :Where- 
by they haue a double advantage ; firſt , 
they appear mare zealous to the World's 
aad ſecondly, the Novjeuſe they deliver is 
not ſo eafily diſcerned. by. the credulous 
Multitede, who are ever raviſhed with the 
Tone and Neife, and praiſe not the Lord 

but throuzh the Noſe: 
The Immortal Gd i of too ſublime a 
Nature, ta be comprehended by us Mor- 
tals; wherefore uno Hen are. fo. great 4- 
' theifts, as «thoſe who make a livelihood 
by telling Lyes of Hits moſt Sacred Ma- 
jc/ty.: Conyerlo in precium Deo." Fow 
Co Religions are there in the World, 
which ( though of tOhtrary Princip/es to 
one another,) yet all preteud themſciues 
derived 
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derived from one and the ſame Iifenite 
Being 2 Therefore he who would be of the 
moſt excellent Faith , muſt try all, and 
then (as St. Paul adviſes) hold faſt that 
which is beſt. Je ſhould do by the ſeves 
ral Religions, as Potamon of Alexan- 
dria did by the many Sets of Philoſophy, 
el: what was good out of each, and re- 
Linquiſh the bad. Now moſt Religions (ex- 
cepting ours,) being tainted with the Lnte- 
reſt) of the Clergy, he muſt examine and 
confidder them accordingly : For if a Porter 
ſhould come and tell me , he had brought 
me ſuch a Letter from my Father, and the 
firſt-part of the Letter ſhould teach O- 
bedience to Parents , but the latter part 
of it ſhould command me to give the ſaid 


Porter half my Eſtate; in this caſe 1 


ſhould ( notwithſtanding the Teſtimeny of 
hjs Brother» Porters, ) without ' ſome fur- 
ther demonſtration, believe fe Letter 
a Counterſeit ; as alſo that the firſt part 
of it, which taught Obedience , was only 
to make way for the ſecond and princi- 
pal clauſe , viz. the giving the Porter. 


Now mmſt of ' the Meathen*Priefts were 
ſuch Porters , and their Arcana Divint- 
| F 4 tatis 


'The Preface: 
ratis but ridiculous Nothings, wherewith 
they deluded the Vulgar. As I have 
heard of a Country-Alehouſe-keeper, who 
geing a crafty Kuave , deviſed this. trick 
to get a ready vent for his Liquor : . #He 
gave out a report at ſeveral Markets 
Towns, that he had taken a.monſtrous 
Beaſt in fuch a Wood;. whereupon many 
Conntry-peeple flock d in to ſee this won- 
derful Beast, which out of policy he kept 
in the dark corner of a Room, withal ad- 
wiſiug the people not to approach- too near 
him _ WD danget y this not ſa- 
tisfying the curiofity of on of the Clowns, - 
who*had drank higher than the -reſt,. he 
'rans in to this, Monſter, unties him, and 
brings him out into the light. ; where this 
Creature (which had occafiond ſo many 
lyes, quarrels and diſputes about the Na- 
ture of him, whilſt he remaju'd in the 
dark) prgped after all, to be nothing 
tut a little Cur-deg in a Doublet : Party- 
riunt montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus. 
However, the man had his deſign in ſel- 
Ting off hu Liquor. , + F 
'+ Such were the myſteries of the aucient 
Heatheniſh Religions ,. and whit I have 
here written concerns them, only + for. 
| when 


The Preface. | 
when Chriſt came into the World, he de- 
Liver*d-a Doarine ſo pious, juſt, and ne- 
cefſary, that ( even in its Infancy) its 

own merits ſupported it,: without the aſſi- 
ſtance of Princes or Grandees. What is: 
more reaſonable than- to forbehr thoſe 

L-uſt's which will ruine us both here and 
hereafter ? or who but a mad-man would 

condemn that Law for unjuſt, which pro» 
hibits him from murdering himſelf 2 and” 
Chriſt doth no more. Now if the Law be: 
gooel,. what muſt the Law-giver be 2- for 
ſuch as the Fruit #s, ſuch muſt the Tree be: 
alſo. Some have even among the Hea=- 
thens been reported to have wrought | Mis: 
racles, as Apolionius Tyanzxus ; others 

have deliver d good Dofrines, 'as Plato,. 
Seneca:, Epiftetus, &©c.. but what one. 
man ever did both to that perfettion,. as 
Chriſt did Many in all Religions have- 
dyed to juſtifie their Opiniohs; but who 

like the Primitive. Chriſtians ever died” 
to juſtifie the truth of Mracles, whick- 
they beheld with their own eyes? But this: 
15 unneceſſary, for that I write not to [Tea-- 


- thens, but Chriſti .ns. 


The general decay. of Piety, hath it: 
"moſt Religions whatſoever proceeded fron: 


The Preface. 
the exemplary viciouſneſs of their Clergy ; 
(though perhaps leſs in ours, than in others; 

for I am» unwilling to raife an unjuſt vutcr y 
againſt a«gooÞ*Air, becauſe ſome few ee- 
tauch'd perſaxs dye in id. Should a Phy- 
fician prohibit all Mankind from Wine, as 
poyſonous, and preſently he himſelf ſhould 
arink ſome, 1 had reaſen to queſtion the 
truth of his former opinion, and ſhould have 
cauſe to believe, that he coveted to monopo- 
lize the beſt Wines for himſelf. What Hea- 
then Prieſts could with any confidence prohi- 
bit Murther, when they themſelves did ſo 
frequently ſacrifice poor innocent men in 
their Temples > with what juſtice could 
that Prieſt who aſſifkediat the Rape of 
Paulina za. the Temple of Apis, proſcribe 
Adulteries or Rapes ? | 

Tf Snepherds go themſelves aſtray, 

Fow ſhould theic Shcep ce find the way 2 


If hg thar Teaches, is ro Learn, 
Hog fhouid tie Schroijar truth aticern > 
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The Proem.. 


Diſcourſe concerning Heathen Reli- 
A gions In general , were certainly a 

vaſt undertaking, and vain ; it be 
ing rgo immenſe a labour for any one mayn,, 
Giher by reading, ſufficiently ro compre-. 
nend the Ancient Idolatry, or by Travel 
tarovgn both the Tadzes to diſcern that of: 
tiis Age, Not would. it be leſs vata, 
pollible: 


62? 


pcffible ro be attain'd: For all Superſſitions. 


are co the people bur like ſeycral Sports: io 


Children, which ——_— their ſeveral: 
P 


Seaſons, yield" them ty entertainment 
for the time, and when grown. out of re- 
queſt, deſerve- no further confideration, but 
are ſtill ſupplanted by new ones to the ſame 
Purpoſe. Therefore to abbreviate my un- 
dertaking,. after: having touched a lict]--+vpon 
the OrigiHal of Iddlatty, I do in the reftof 
this diſcourſe confine my ſelf ro one #part 
of their Superſlicion , wx. their Sacrificesg 
and more . eſpecially their Sanguinary ones, 
as bcing-rhe moſt horrid and brutifts ef:a]l 
others : Alſo in them I obſerve only their 
' ſeeming Rational and Polizick Fundamen= 
tals, without mentioning the Sacerdotal par- 
ficulars: in the celebraciog- of. their fanta. 
ſtical Ceremonies , which are innumerable; 
though in effect but like the Ribbong on a 
Hobby-horſe. Now if any Hypocrite ro 
glorifie his own zea), ſhould pretend: that a 


diſcourſe of this nature does through the - 


Heathen Sacrifices, reproach thoſe -of Moſes, 
which feſembled them bur in outward ap- 
pearance, h&muſt retrieve himſelf from that 
crror, it he rightly® apptehen'is. the diffe- 
rence : For. the one juſtifies. his Inſticutions. 
as direQted to the true God, and ordain'd as 
Typical by. his appoimtmene ; whereas che 
other (vjz. thoſe of the Heathen) had net 


ther of theſe Qualifications, and therefore. 


no 


SD 


ns:na6te-ought to be (pared for their reſena- 
blance to thoſe of the Jews; than a Criminal 
ought .to b& pardoned for wearing the” ſame: 
coloured. Garments%with the Jadge. More- 
over., for. the further juſtification of this 
Freatiſe, | have- the Holy Scriptures for my 
Preſident, wherein we,rgay often find record- 


' edtheldolatry of the- Ancient Hearhens, 242. 


of..lch as ſacrificed ro Baal, and offer'd up 
Cakes to the-Queen of Heaven : Therefore all 
further Apologies I ſhall decline, as unneceſſa- 
Ly in ſo brick 0 Narrative. 
- 6 hk 

Before Religion, that is to-ſayy Sactifices,. 
Rites, Ceremonigs., preiended Revelations, 
and the like, were. invented amongſt the. * 
Heachens , there was no worſhip of God bug: 
in a rational way, whereof the Philoſophers: 
pretending to be Maſters, did ro. this end, 
not only -teach Virtue and Picty, but were: 
alſo chemſclves great examples of it in their 
Lives and Converſations z; whom the People- 
chiefly follow'd, till they were ſeduced by 
their. craity and covetous Sacerdotal Order; . 
who, inſtead of the ſaid Virtue and Piay, 
imroduced Fables and Fictions. of their own. 
coining; periwading the Vulgar, that as- 
men could not by. any natural abilities cf 
their own, know the beſt manner of ferving: 
Cod, ſoit was receſiary that He ſhould re- 
veal the ſame to his Pricſts tn ſome extraor-. 


_ dinary manner, for the. better inftruftion of. 


the: 


OW 
the People, Whereupon pretermictirfſy the 
— of Pity and Goodneſs. for the 
n 


molt part, thcy iarrodticed a Religious wor- 


ſhip-of their own moulding, wiichamuſed 
and ſuſpenced mens minds ,in- great. pagt, 
and at laſt made the p:ople relie ſo much up- 
on them, that they negl&ed their proper du- 
tiec,conſiſting chiefly in the Sacrifices, ['xpia- 
rions.ard Luſtrations of their Prizſts;who fiad- 
ig they got more by the ſins and ignorance 
of the common people, than by their virtue 
and knowledge, made divers things fins which 
othery iſe were but indifferent, eſpecially thoſe 
things which mcns natures Could with the 
moſt difficulty reſiſt + which obſervation pro- 
' duced rhis ingenious Copy of Verſes from a 
Modcrn Author, ns leſs eminent for his Wir, 
than for his Quality, a | 
| , 
Oh meariſom condition of Humanity ! 
| Born under one Law, to anoiker bound : 
Patrly begot, and yet forbidaen vanity, 
Cr::ted fich, commanded to be ſound. 
What meaneth Nature by 4h:ſe arvers Lams ? 
Paſnnn and Reaſon jelf-diviſien cauſe. 
#- 


I: it the mark 3v majefly of Parer 
' To make ifferces that it may forgroe#? 
Nature her ſelf, doth her own |clf aeflower, 
To hate thoſe Errors fe ber ſelf doth gine : 
Far how ſhould man think that he may not db, 
If Nature did not fail and purifh too ? 
| Tyrant: 
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Tyrant to others, to her ſelf nut, 
Ozly commands things difiicult and bard : 
Forbids ws all things which 1t kzors ts Luſt, 
Daher eaſie paens, unpoſſible reward. 
If.Nature dtd not take delight in blood, 
She would have made more eaſie way to good. 


We that are boun1 by vows and by promotion, 
"With pomp of Holy Sacrifice and Rites, 


To teach belief in g104 ani ſtill dewattan, 


* 'To preach of Heaw' iis wond:ys and del ghts ; 
Yet. when each of us in his own Heart hocks, 
He fins the God there far untke his Books, 
| Chorus Sacerdotum, 1d. Brook's Muſtapha. 


* Fhevy forbad ſome meats as teclean, which, 
yet were wholſom 5 commanding others to be” 
ved, which yer muſt be off:1'd or ſacrificed, , 
that ſo they mighr have their parts 7 allotring 
ſome daysto latour,and others to idleneſs: of 
all which, and many more conipicuous in 
pomp and ceremony, they conſticured them=. 
ſelves the Patrons and Precurers. . To whom 
no men were ſo odious as your incredulous 
honeft menzfor if a man were incredufous and 
vicious, that was the greater honour to the 
credulous pzrty; or if a man were credulous 
and vicious chat did not any more refl-& upon 
their Religion, than cre man's beiug hang'd 
for diſhoneſty, ſ{candalizes a Government; 


..- beſides . they might pretend his Faith was -- 


never ſincere. But he that led anthoneſt 
| virtuous 


- (£672 
virtuous life, -withour” any Faith for their 
Superſtitions, he was the oaly perſgn odious 


unto» them , as a perſon that demgnſirated 
unto- the World how unnecefiary thEfPricks 
and their Dottrines were to the propldation 
of Virtue. 'The Philoſophers had their extta- 
vagar.cies in Narural, but thoy all agreed in 
Moral Philoſopay ; "nor was Virwe any- 
where better cdclineared; than by thoſe an» 
cient Philoſophers, Plato, Ariſtotle, Seneca, 
Plutarch, Epiftetus, &c. in ſa much that He- 
erophante, or Teachers of Holy DoCtrine,was 
a name anciently and primitively given to 
Philoſophers. Sit. pura' mente. colendus : A 

re undefiled Spirit is the only Sacrifice which 
viloſogny commands them-ro offer unto 

ad. But as that taught the knowledge of 
_God in his Works, and a rational way to 


«ſerve licg, ſo the Doftrines of their Prieſts. 


in:roduecd not only impcrtinent, bur allo. 
abſurd and impious Tenents concerning God 
and Religion, . withdrawing them as well 


from the uſe. of thcit Reaſon, as from the. 


ſtudy- of Truth : not allowing. them any 
knowledge of God, or Religi-us worſhip, 


but what rkemſelves taught, Nay, they be-- 


rray'd the people imo the Adoration of many. 


Gods, becauſe thereby they acquired to.them-- 
ſelves much greater advantages by adorivg. 


many Deities, and intro:{ucing ſeveral. Wor. 
ſt:ip3 of them ,. than they could have ex« 


peRcd, from 'the. ſivgle worſhip of one ſv-. 
| | - PICImCc. 


= 
mes +— $-— £7 a I——_s 
, 


IIS "PEER: ——> > —  —————— — - 


& > 


preme God. All which ſerves but to cons 
firm the yerity of that: Epieram, UV: melius 
pofſis fallgre, ſume-togam. This Sacerdotal 
viilaayWas welb known to” Diogenes, as we 
may | {rom the Anſwer he made to the 
Prieſt-who: came to conyett him to be of his 
Order, in hopes of Kirz:ium © Wilt thou (ſaith 
Drogenes) have me to believe that thoſe ſamous 
men,Agciilaus and Epimanondas, fball be miſe- 
rable, and that thou who art but an Aſs, and 
aoeſt nothing of axy warth, ſhalt: be happy only 
becauſe thou art a PrieQ 7 So.conternpuible was 
their -profeihon .in that wife Man's opinion. 
Bur of. this more Og _—C 


The Primitive Iofticution off y re- 
cciv'd*its Birth from. Princes, at whoſe charg®, 
it. was afterwards Edycared by. Ecclefias. 
ſieks; the ore made” rhe Idol ,, and. the - 
other ordain'd the worſhip. of it. And this 
we may learn fromthe Book of the'H/tſdom 
of Solomon, wherein it is ſaid, That the Fa- 
ther made the Image of the dtceaſed Son, and 
the Sonof the dead Father. Thus Nenus after 
the death of his Father Njrod , worſhipp'd 
hias by: thE*oame af Bel, or Belus, which in 
the Punick Fongue ſignifies God: (From 
whence I conceive that errour of many H:- 
ftorians does proceed , who® hearing of. 'a 
Nimrod that after his death was adored by- 
the name «of Be[us, preſently, miſapprehend- 
ed them to be two ſeycral perſons, who 
were 


(8) 
were really but one under two ſeveral names: 
And therefore we ſee Africanus begins his 
Chronicle with Belus.) Now the af of this 
Adoration, was to breed a veneratioh in tt ec 
common People , nor only for the -Prince 
deceaſed, bur likewiſe for all his Poſteticy, 
as Men of the 7«fftrean Race. This Idol 
being therefore- ar firſt w«. -hipped only in 
commemomtion of ſore Hero, or gallant 
Perſon, as his Effigics, grew in tirme to be by 
Poftetity revered as a God 4 and as his coy- 
rage or prudence in his li'!e-time, was contn- 
cive to the grandeur and .glory of his Su5- 
-j:As, fo they thought being dead, he was 
go leſs able io aſhiſt them ; with which ex- 
Frm they paid freque;zzt Vows, Praye:s 

.and Sactifices unto hinyy, ſuch as were or- 
dain'd by their Priefte, 


; 43 
Now Idolatry beirg thus fnftirnted by the 
Civil power, the Ecclcfiaftick was Iett to 
build pon that foundation, wi ich preferred 
them with a fit opportunity to introduce thoſe 
Rites and Ceremonies, as might render them 
neceffary in the performance of the. ſame. 
For as Mcenwwho drink Healths, d:> # more 
for love of the Liquor, than for love of the 
Party whoſe Health they drink, ſo did the 
*Heathen. Clergy, - finder prerternce of withing 
_ .well-ro others, enrich and advantage them- 
ſelves : They not being like the Paſtors of 
the” Chriſtin. Church , who — Ws 
; 1:11t's 
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; (9) 
Chri{!'s Rule) ought to be like Sheep amongſt 
.Wolves ; whereas the otters were rather 
like Wgpives among, Shtep. Therefore we 
fre with:how great malice and violence they 
pz: {rcued all inch 25 oppoſed their. impious 
Dottrines, when poor Srrates could nor e- 
{cape with. his» life, only®becauſe be preached 
np the belief of one Suprem?2 God : From 
vhence we may obf-rve, that #s pity 1s lels 
culpable than malice- fo in Supe: ſtition-1s 1n- 
gc dulity. l:ls miſchievous than credulity ; 
tae tncredulons only pirying the credulorns, 
waercas the credulous always envy the incre- 
dulous. 3 
IV. 


# ; G 
Mow - whenever theſe. Pricſts waſted wit 
to delude rhe Vulgar, with ambiguous An 
fwers of their own inventions, they repaird 
to the Temples of their Gods, and there lay* 
all that Night; teliing the- People at their 
return, how being half afl:cp and half a- 
wake, their God {pake- and reveal'd {ich 
and ſuch things, which they were com- 
manded again tro deliver unto rhe Pebpiec for 
their ſati-fattion, when any buſineſs of im- 
partznce occurr'd in the Commonwealth z 
ſpeaking therein many tumrvs not ſo much 
their own ſenſe, as tie ſenſe of the Magi- 
ſtrate, where rhere was® cccaſton co abuſe 
the-Pevple into any beiicf, that might re- 
latexo ſome publick good: In all which ca- 
ſes, the Magiſtrate ſeem'd firſt -ro joan 
| tNCIme 
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them. Alſo they had certain Books, which 


with much 'ſolemnity were conſulted upan e- 
merg-nt occaſions ; ſuch were the ffollinrs 
Libri, as alſo thE Sibyllina Oracula ; which 
Tarquintus bought at ſo high a rate, avd at- 
rerwards depoliting them in the Temple of 
Fupiter Capitolinus, might. perhaps be there 
burnt together with the ſaid Temple in Scyl- 
la's cime. The Hetruſci had likewiſe their 
Books of natural prediCtions galftd Hauruſps- 
ctm,Fulgurales, && Ritaales ;,asalſo the Romays 
had theirs call'd Augurales Libre, wherein 
= contain'd molt of their Religious Wor- 

ip. | p 


| Y, X 
Thefirſt 1dolatry is thought to have come. 
from e£zypt, and that the eLgyptrans in all 


probability began their Religious Worſhip: 


from the Sun, cr at leaſt ſrom the whole. 


Maciiae of Heaven, The next to the efgyp> 
trans wrre the He-truſcs, who proved their 
Dottrine by Antiquity and Ulziverſaliy, as 
alſo by Predifions. - But the moſt arcicur 
Religion next to the /Fgvprran and Hetru- 
ſcan, was that of the Druyds, who were 
hereroſore the Prieſts of France , Germany, 


and fotne parts of England, The School cf 
theſe Druyds flouriltcd within: leſs than one 
#Hundred Yeafs. after rhe Pheatcians ; ard 


were deſtroyed , together with their Religi- 
ous Worſhip, by the Emperor Tibexers. 
Theſe: Druyd: (belides ſome Opinions tek 

þ 95" | | cld. 
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held in common with the other Gezteles, con- 
cerning Worſhip due to the Heavens, Planets, * 
and Stars) took certain Obſervations from 
Oaks, Galls, and Miſlctow, for their prog- 
noſtication of the enſuing Year. The Bards 
were a diſtin Colledge 1n Exgland from the 
Drayas; they had little of the Philoſopher 
or 'Vaticinator in them. The; Brachmans- 
wers ancient Philoſophers and Prieſts in,the 
Indies, and: cantinue ſo to this day ; they 
hold the T'ranſmigration of Souls with Py- 
thagoras, which Opinion (as both Apran 
and'Clemens affirm) he took from the Zews, 
and was therefore (ſay they) circumciſed at- 
rer their manner. The Comnpe—s | 
an ancient. Set of Philoſophy and Divinity. 
amongſt the Aithioptans. The Perſians fol- 
lowing Zoroaſter, acknowledged duplex prin- 
ciptum, as the /Egyptzans did ; worſhipping . 
the Sun above, and the Fire beneath : They 
'had anciently their Wiſe Men, or 244- 
gi, The Thracians communicated many of 
cheir Rites and Ceremonies to the Grectans. 
The Scythians and Getes had certain Prieſts 
and Philoſophers inſticuted according to the 
manner of Zamolxtzs ; who travelling* into 
t, brought home with him ſome of 
their DoEtrines and Ceremonies. The an- 
cient Roman Prieſts rook many of their Laws 
and Ceremonies from the, Hetruſci.. The 
Germazs and Celtes had their Prieſts which 
were called Semzothet. The Goths had thoir 


Bricſts 


( 12 ): 
Prieſts - cali'd. Parabuſcet : And the Africans 
their Philoſophers and Prieſts call'd Arhan- 
tres, Libyci, & Hefpari. New in alltheic (e- 
veral ScEtts., there were not any two tnat a- 
greed exxttly in their Dofdrincs, aithough 
_ the fundamental defign of all was the ſamo, 


Viz. the ſharing of the Sheep ; abour which 


they did frequently quarrel withone ancther, 


in ſo much, that one of the Ancients ſaid; - 
He would avoid all controverted Points; 


until thz Prcicſts were agreed amongſt them 
ſelves. v] | 


There is notizing docs moreendanger Re- 
ligion, «han Obvitvion ; therefore fofaps as 
Fuptter was preach'd up at-all, they did n-t 
much. concern themſelves under what feye- 
ra} Names, or. ſeveral kinds of Adcration 
they worſhipp'd him ; ſuch kind of diſpmres 
being but like a quartet between - little Chil- 
dren, who having got.one Joynted-Baby'a 


moenegſt them, fall cogether by the Ears a-., 


bout the naming and dreſhvg of ir. For 
Hereſies in Religi-n, are but like Ivy-Trees, 


which though ar firſt they rend and cleave ' 


the -Walls whereunto they grow ,. yer afcer- 
wards ſerve to uphold and ſupport the ſame. 


+ Alſo the Magiſtrates did' frequently connive - 


at ſuch Herefics, becauſe they found the Aus» 
thotiry of Religion ſo prevalent in Mens 


among. themiclyes, did oftemiimes conteſt 
With 


Minds, that their Cletgy when well united 


AY % 
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(23 ) 
with the Secular power ; which grew ſodan« 
erous, that they were contented to-wink at - 
, # mary diviſions and abſfarditics 'among. 
them ; Ne Sacra plus poſſent, quam Leges. The 
chief ani moſt eminent Office amongſt the 
Romans, was that of the Aygurs : The ve- 


”  neration and honour given unto them was ſo . 
' great, that they were look'd upon nor only 


as the God's Interpreters , but alſo as Meſ- 
ſengers and Agents betwixt them and Man- 
kinds Belides, they were ever adyanced to- 
the Senate, ard the rather, as is corceiv'd, 
becauſe from the firſt foundation of Rome, 
until rhe, change of che Government, Kings 
were Apgurs Fas not thinking it ſafe yordi(- 

j2yn from the Regal power a diſcipline full 
of Authority, as was that of an Avgur ; who 
were {o highly eſteem'd among the Ancients, 
that no Magiſtrate way choſen, nor buſineſs 
of importance done, tu] they were firſt con-' 


Thoſe who10 Empire by dark paths aſpire, © 
Still plead a Call to what they moſt _ 
| _ Mr. D: 


Thus Romalug and Nama could receive their 
Scepters only from the Augurs hands, as Ti- 
- tus Livy informs us. 


VIE | 
The Heathen Pricſts thinkiog it dangerous 
to teach any way to-God which Men mighe® 
go by themſdlyes, without further guiding 
an 


( 14) 

and direing, (like Muſicians who are un- 
willing co learn their Scholars to play by 
| Notes, Iſt they might grow able ro im- 
prove themſelves withour a Maſter ,) did 
not as our Chriſtian Paſtors do, turniſh the 
People with a Record of their God's Com- 
mands, whereby they might walk them- 
ſelves without. any other alliſtance ; bur on 
the contrary they inſtituted Luſtrations, Ex- 
plations, and the like, ,which none but them- 
ſelycs could cxccure, and all was only to 
render the Clergy abſolutely neceſlary ro the 
People. 

The Original of Sacrifices, ſeems to be as 
ancicatas Religion it ſelf; for no ſooner had 
Mep fotind out that there was a God, bur 
Prieſts ſtept up and ſaid, that this God bad 
taught them in what manner he would be 
worſhipped. As Religion therefore ſeems to 
' have began moſt anciently in the Eaſtern 
parts, or, as ſame will have it, in egypt; ſo 
did Sacrifices, which from thence were pro- 
pagated to Greece, Ntaly, and other remoter 

arts. The number of Sacrifices, ( ſays a 

earned Author) were among the eAgyp- 
ttenf reckoned to be 666, which withour all 
ueſtion were multiplied by the Prieſts of 
cyeral Countries, where the ſaid egyptian 
Sacrifices were receiv'd. But what a mad- 
neſs was this, to think to flatter the Divyi- 
Hiry with Inhumanity > ro content the Di- 


vince goodneſs with the affliction of his Crea- 


rutes, 
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tes, and to ſatisfic the Juſtice of God with 
cruelty 2 A Superſtitious Man ſeryeth God 
out of fear, whereas the truly Religtous ſerves 
him our of love. Superſtition (utftecerh net- 
ther God norMan to live at reſt, as evident- 
ly appears by theſe Heathen Sacrifices. What 
couid be more ſottiſh or irrational, than to 
think: that the laughter of a poor innocent 
Creature, (who follow'd the fimplicity of bis 
on Nature, without ever offending Gol, 
hap! d be fo grateful*to the Deity, as there- 
by w2 might expiate our fi''s, and render a 
{ficient atronement for the moſt execrable 
vianies of Matikind 2 as if i6e Almighty Ju- 
ſtice con!d be*yo crherwiſe-appeas'd . for the 
errors of the Wicked, but by the ſafferings 
of the J-nocerr, | A 

Now as Sac. ifices were the moſt anfent 
and untv<rſal, ſo the greateſt ard moſt my- 
Rerions fourks that Ever were invented or 
impoſed upon: Mankizd. What nave Sacii- 
hces ro £o wich Stis 2+c vid Bone bur their 
unenlightnzd Prieftls m2k2 peace between 
God and Man, when Sins were committed» 
was there no Addrels ro be made to the Di- 


Ye Majeſty, bur by cheir Interceſſion ? 
were they the Courticrs of Heaven, and 


mult they be firſt brited, before Ven could 
receive a Pardon” for their Sins? an inward 
and hearty Repentarce avail'd nothing as» 
mongſt themm, Neither can the Heathens bg 
excuſed by ſaying, tier at the ſaine time 

of | © | WARCO 


when Sactifices were offer'd , they might re- 
pets for it doth ſo little appear that they 
commanded Repentance, as we can hardly 
find any mention thereof in their Religious 
Worſhip; howeyer we may hope that God 
did work it in ſomeof their Hearts ;#for we 
fizd in Plato and other Philoſophers, ſorrow 
for {tn often enjoyn'd ; and we may read a- 
mong the Septew Saptentes this Holy Pres» 
cept, 2401 t1bt fiert non vs, alteri ne fereris, 
which gives a brave entrance into the Chris 
ſtian Philoſophy, as it ſtands recorded in Ht 
ly Wric. Burt this. they ow'd to their Phi- 
lolophy, and not Theology. 
4 . RE. ko 
TheRNaupidity of theſe Heathen Sacrifices 
are ciently alrcady exploded by Lntian, 
Arnsbins, and others: The firſt condemning 
them as ridiculous, the latter as impious ; 
for God will be ſerv'd®* in Spitir, and that 
which is outwardly done, is rather to glorifie 
our (:lyes, th:n#God. Yet however, as mon- 
{brous as their Defrines and Sacrifices ap- 
- pear, they have been the chick ſupport of 
the Gentiles Devolion for maiiy Thouſand 
Years, ard in ſome Nations c11itoue to this 
day.. Pcrnaps mclancnuly Men m1izht at 
ficlt, light upon is Frenzy , by obſerving 
how Nature hid inevitably framed all 
Creatutcs to live by devouring ard deſtroy- 
182 One andtner ; a Fan cars not one More 
ſci, bur he deſtroys an Animal or Vegerable 


life, 
TT 
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C2] 
life, or at leaſt prevents them from attain- 
ing that life, which otherwiſe they would 
have enjoy'd. Nay , we cannot walk one 
ſtep, but probably we cruſh many IaſeQts 
creeping under our Feet; and the ſame hap- 
pzns fo other Creatures, the Life of each 
being by Nature made frexca ory upon C- 
thers. 


Torwva leena Lupmm ſequitur, L upns 1fſe capel- 

4 lam ; | | 

Fhiremem C 'ytiſumn ſequitur loſer ia rapella. 
Virg. Ecfog; 


Upon this conſideration £jop's Wolle, (being 
rouci!'d in conſcience for the many\Murders 
he had commited ) yvow'd rever. mate to 
eat Fleſh; till bcing almoit ſamif}i'd, and e- 
pjinga Hcg in a Pudgle, he was forced by 
an interpretauon wiſer than his Vow, to 
ſuppole the4iog a Filth, 2nd fo by devouring * 
if, to fave himlcit from ſiving. Ir was al- 
ſo found by experience, how many Millions 
of violent Accidcnrs were eycr ready at hand 
ro deſtroy all thinvs that hed Life in them z 
wircreas Preſervatives were rarely to be mer 
with : Nor coul1 che very beſt Nauriſhmenr 
or Phylick reprieve Lite any conſizerab'e 
time, and that allo ever attended with ſome. 
milchieyous quality enclinin» towaras Death; 
wierefore bui like a ſmall Parentheſts, 1a- 
crycaing a Ing Dilcouile : Nor was the 
G 2 lenoc{t 
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longeſt eſtate of Life above a moment, com- 

red with that of Death, which isfor ever 
irrecoverable. Alſo the Sickneſs of one Man 
does often infeft others, and extends to the 
deftruction of many Thoutands : Whereas 
the Health of the (oundeſt Body uporFEarth, 
does not. diffuſe it ſcIf to the good of any but 
it {elf | 

IX 


$0 that by thele, and ſuch like ſiniſter 


* Obſervations , the deſtruction of - things in 


beigg, appear'd ro them to be more grateful 
0) | than their preſervation : Where- 
rpon- Men raiſcd unjuſt ovut-cries againſt 
the miſerable conditon of Humane lite, lay- 
ing that" ſaulr upon the Dcigy, which did 
procted only from themſelves; and by this 
means fel! ro an unwotthy Opinion of Cruel- 
ty in Gad: And therefore we ſee the Hea- 
thens for three or four emi:ent Zewes, have 


"© mary more Yejowes, or miſcinevous ſup- 


poſed Deities, Rav, they ercfted® Alrars to 
mo#t Diſeaſes and Vices, in hopes thereby 
to divert their infection from the Peopl: ; 


imac fliuphtcr an deſtruction of harmleſs 


Creatuics whicih it {cl} heath made, they 


mizhe 
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might perhaps ſuppoſe it to proceed , Bot + 


out of cruelty, but rather as pleas*'d to have 


them by a quick pafſage withdrawn from” 


the ſufferings and lingring decavs of long 


life*, :-ta be {uddenly eſtabliſhed in an ever 


laſfingMndifta:b'd prace and fndolency ; or 
rather, if from our fiare of ignorance it wete 
poſſible to intetprer Heaven, we might ima- 
vine, that it has made ail Creatures unavor- 
dably to deſtroy one another, in as much az 
that power which governs ihe Univerſe, does 
p:thaps contrive the preſervation and flou- 
riſhing eſtate thereofg44n a proportion as far 
exceeding its regard of patrticulars, as the 
 wholcGlobe of the Eatth exceeds che.ſaalleſt 
| Sand upon thgSca-ſhore. And'as for partj- 
- cular individuals,Corruptio unins eft Geliſiatco 
' 8itertizs ; whereby ir cotnes to paſs, 1th#tnvr 
only their Life, but eyen rheir- Dea, helps 
to renew the Worlt, and fo tends to its. 
 continuatiow and#profperity.. From hence 
now peradventure Men of Aﬀy Fancies might 
cer, ſome reaſon why in Mankind and: 
all other Sublunary things, when any one: 
laſts longer than is ordinary for otherwof its. 


kind to do, it 1s uſually pu:1ſhed> with De- * 


formi'y and other Decays . for retarding, 
(as mich as in it lies) that meaſuge "of 
the World's Renovation , which - woul@ by: 
Its more carly charge, have acctu'd th&te- 
unto. bc \. thin 


VE 
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Theſe Thonghts unreftily'd, have even 
among Chriſtians cauſed ſome Hereticks 
to thi:k, that God has from the firſt Crea- 
tion, infus'd into all periſhable things , ewo- 
Fnternal Prigcipics, the one Lite and Prefer- 
vation, the other Death and Deftrtion ; 
2lſo that according as either of theſe are 
more or leſs agreeably entertained, fo is the 
Creature morer leſs vigorous and dura- 
ble. Or peradventure they might more ap- 
politely have obſerved the riſe and fall of 
things repreſented in the rotation of Wheels 
in a Chariot, whoſe ſeveral Spoaks are rais'd 
up, and caft down by one and the ſame mo- 
ver,” at one and the fame time, without any” 
{-parate z{fFtact : For ſo they:ghought that | 
- lhfiſee pover, wiſdom, and googdnels, which 
is all in all, moves things by his immediate 
-pteſerce-and inoperation, withont any need 
of Ariſtotle's Intelligerces, Plazo's Demons, 
" or other imaginary powers fubſervient : 
Nor that jt merits a bad cenſure for de- 
- ftroying particuiars, it being for an unyerſal 
g30d. 


Now beeanſe the generality of Men are 
not thus Sprcuative or Philoſcphical in their 
AQtigns, but rather Crafcy and Politick, as 


7 


dcfighing ro them(elves power amongſt Men, 
and by conſequence Riches and Honour, the 
moſt nervous and cfi:tual conftderation of 
the. Gentiles. Sacrificzs muſt be. taken that 
| Way. 
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way. Thus when Princes, who in the go- 


verning-of Mankind, found it to be an un- 


roly Crearure, miſchievous, and not capable 
to be gvided by ſolid reaſon or truth, bur 


torally ſubjeRed to the paſſhons of hope and 


fear ; Mw falſe and vain ſoever, it marter'd 
nor, provided that things were well fitted and 
ſuicable to their Capacities :, Wherefore they 


to encourage obedience andYood works, held: 


forth Gain and Preferment ; as on the. 0- 
ther ſide, to deter from diſobedience and 


miſchief, they ordain'd Fortcitures and Dil-- 


grace : 


CC —— 
Ne quis fur efſet, new latro,- neu guts Agulter, 


Horac: gen. | 


Yet in as,much as abuniens cantela:n0n 30+ 


cet, and (ſeeing there were many clandeſtine 
Villavies fo ſecret and undiſcoverable, as- 


co'114 hardly be brought to an open con- 
viction, for ſuch, the Magiſtrate rais'd 
within them Ano tortore flagellum , viz. 
mn thcir Conſciences the tear of ſome future 
puniſhmmert; whereot for want of that true 


knowledge which we erj y, they feign'd ſome: 
of their on inventions, {uch as the Apt 
1 a5 the 


Lake, and the like ; which in as much 381 
gooaneſs of God , and their. preſent invifi- 
bility, rendred the leſs credible , therefore 


the declaring them ro be with material: 


G 4. Fire, . 


Le 
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Fire, as alſo Etcrnal, did in good "meaſure 
* OVcr-awe that Incredulity. From wherice 
weamay obſerve, howgmeccfiary and hew 
natural is the belict of a Reward and.Pu- 
#riſbment hereafgr z that even the ugenligh:- 
ned Reatiens, as well for eraiicy. as 
from the impu.ies.ot their own Natutes , 
were forced to acknowlcage it. So rational 
and ſo natural Wbat Arcicle of uur Chriſtian 


Faith. 
Xl 


Now for the ere&ing of this Tribunal in 
the Minds . of Men Jrhey (not being en- 
lightned fagm above) made: u'e of Supcr- 
fiicion, (the off-ipring-of too much Howoury 
aud..c00 much. Fear,.). which, being to be 
cd cunningly, ard well fiting to 
vulgar capacitics, they did little or not. at 
all regazd the {atisfation of clear ratioval 
Men. For firſt, the number of thenw js fo 
ſmall, as they are of no.power ; and then 
they are too wiſe to hazatd their awn Ruine 
tor the inſtruftion of Fooliſh Men, caſting 
Peari before Swine ; krnowing withall, thar 


* the commilip belicf, the worile would (as 
' they did by Socrates, ) oppreſs and decry 

for an Atheiſt, Therefore the wilcſt 
399 the Heathens follow'd this Rule in 
ar Convetle , Loguendum cum  Vulgo , 
ſemtiendum cum ſapientibus ; & ſt munaus 


bi 
jy. 
th 


{ound 


if any Man ſhould be fo vain as to oppoſe | 


alt decip1, decipiatur. Our Saviour bimfelt. 
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found how improper it was to unfold his: 
Sacred Myſteries ro the ignorant Multitude,” 
ahd therefore ain'd not bis Parable of 
the Sower, till he was .alone amongſt the 
kl, ve. ſaving, Untbyn it ## given to know the® 
myſier f#f Gods but unto them that are without, 
all theſe thi gs are done 1n parables ; that ſecing* 
they may ſee , and nit perceatve. and hearing: 
they may hear, ' and ot Merſtand : leſt at 
any time they way be converted, and their 
funs ſhould bg forgroen them. He that hath. 
ears o h:ar, let him hear, ſaith Chrilt, Mark: 
4.11, 12. That is, not every one that can 
hear,*bur only ſuch asare well ate ro digeſt: 
and-ur:derſtand. what they do hear. Now this. 
kind of releruggnels and fecrecytSeing like- 
wie obſerved®by the moſt prudent 3 
Heathens, it made their Prieſts altos 
neglet fiich thoughrs , *though never (0: 
wiic,. as being well aſſured that their Pfu 
dence would. hinder» them, from diſcover-. 
ing or inigeſtiog themſelves in the” yuLt 
ear Sup2:itigons, how fottiſh ſcever. Bur: 
nevertheleſs to fortifie themſelves the bec-. 
ter againſt-any ſuch Diſcoyery ,. they evex: 
deciy'd Humane \Viſdom, andWMmagnily'd: 
Iootance ; well knowing, that the ſ-eds bf 
their foo!ih Dottrine, would profpet@no: 
wnere but in barren Greund. Reafon I. | 
that. therg, is but one. only ſupream God .; 
but they Taught the belief of many Guds;; 
alga teaches, that the Law of God, 4;2. 
G: L Ll; 435 


tat Law which is abſolutely neceſſary to our 


_ future happineſs, cughr to be generally made: 


known to all Men; which theirs 'was nor. 


Reaſon makes no dift:rence betwixt their. 


Emhuſuſlicks, afid cur Mad-Men. _ Reaſon 


expetts forne more- convinting Afgument- 


to prove the infallible Divinity of their 
Laws, Inſpirations, and Mitacles, than an 
zfſe dixit: And*upon that Maxim of Con- 
tire Principia nn eſt dijputandum, Realon 
would reply, Uzo dato abſurdo.mille ſequun- 
ter. Reaſcn would {uſpe&t. the power of 
their Zupiter , who. had no way to reduce 


the Trojans to himſelf, bur was forc'd to 
ſuffer -his qwn Son Sarpedonto be knock'd- 
the Head by them. Reaſan would tell vs- 


BER omulzs and Rhemus were Baſtards, and 
that their Mather Rheg's pretence of being 
layn with by God Mars, was only a ſham 
upon the credulous multitude, . hoping there: 

to ſave both her "Credit and- her Life. 


Again, when they dcfire me to give bur the: 


ſame Credit to the Hiſtory of* their Gods, 
2s I do.to other Hittory, Twill ; bur as well 


'n their Religious, as in Lepy.or other pro- 


Plane Hiffory. when I] hear of an Ox's (peak- 
4 ” 1>f 1; T i , 
nz, cr a Gad's deſcendirg in a Cloud and 
hewer of Gold, to lyexrith a Woman, it all 
ſuch miracnlous Narrations, my. Reaſon 
df ircs to te fircher ſarisfy'd in the: truth of 
them, ran cnly by the report of the Au- 
thar.. Precalus iclis us of Romulus's appear- 
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(25) 
ing afer his Death, and that ke ſaw him, all 
array din vihite, Cc. but my Reaſon bids: 
me 944ere., whether he had not ſome hand 
in his Murther, and thought by pretending : 
Romulus to be taken up tof Heaven, to clear” 


' himſelf ro the Perple.of that(ſuſpicion. A- - 


pollonins Tyaneus, is reported by Philoſiratus': 
ro have raisd a Maid from the Dead, bur: 
Reaſon queffions whether® the Maid was 
nct only afleep ; for Slecp is the" Image of 
Death. Philofpatus alſo further telleth, that 
Apolloztus vaniſhed away out- of the Em-- 
peror's preſence , before a great number of 
People : But here Reaſon bids 'me obſcrve, . 
chat although ir is reported to have been: 
done in the preſence of a great nut 

People , yer 1 have but the Teſting 
one Manfor the truth of it, viz; Philoſiratus, 
and nat tne Teſtimony of all choſe People. 


-The datkreſs cf the Sun at Julius Cars: 


Death, appears to Reaſon to be but an Ac- 
cicentÞ proceeding from ſome natural cgule,, 
and that it was ro greater Complement to» 
Ceſar, than to any other Perſon in the World: 
tbar died at the ſame Momeng,. There is: 
Fo be done, . 
that 1s impoſiihle tobe believed ; for two - 
Mea co.i!piring, one ro ſeem Lame, ang che 
tier to cure him with a charm, will deceive : 
many z out many conſpiring, ohie to f2em 1 
Lime, the other ro cure him”, ardall-the: 
1Eit to bear wiingls, wil deceiye- mnre... 

| | Tiaauss 


(26) 
Thus, when Yeſpaſian is ſaid to' cure the 
Lame and the Blind, Reaſon gro-rhe 
Story. of it. thus : Thar, #paſian obſerving 
how : Kingdoms are preſerved and augment- 


ed by Religion, pretending himſelf to tave 
+ an immediate power from Heaven, and for 


that end corrupted two of his Subjects with 
. Money, to feign, themſelves the one. Blind, 
and the other Edame ; whom He aficrwarts 
cured with much ſolemnicy before the Peo- 
ple. In the fame manner "the French Kings 
cure Men of the Evil; for the Phyſiciams fir(t 


examines the Paticenr's Wound, ard if he finds. 
3 


It incurable; then declares it is not the Evil : 
Bur'it he fiads it a Sore that is cafie and likely 
ro: 


 euring. that , which would have done well 
of it ſe. Theſe and manymore ſuch Im- 
poſtures were pur in praCtice by theiflca- 


thens, which for as much as Humane Reaſon 


. detgets, their Prieſts had grear G6ccaſton to 

exCclaim aÞainſt ic, as they did. Let us 

. UChriſtiars from. hence Ilcarn 1o efteem our 

Religion the more, «hich ſtands thz Teſt 

of Reaſorfbicding us give a Reaſon for our 

Hope. 

Egrihermore, theſe prand Heatheniſh Im- 
 poſtores (the Sacris enitiate, as they- call'd 
mhemfelye, ) the better ro prepagg, for the 

«planing of. their Idolatry in the®mir:ds of 

Ken, did (under th? pretence of ſpeaking 

| aig 


then tne Phyſician calls it the Evil, + | 
rhe: King ' may have the credit of | 
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. Vices. which were afted but by, the war 
of men* in ſo much that nothing, is 


(27) 
af;er the manner of men) pre-{uppoſe their 
Gods, toggbe originally, at Fl:ſh and Blood, 
agtributing to hag, fuct paſhons and de- 
figns,as are only incident, to mortals: They 
made: them of both Sexes, .Gods and God- 
defles ; Jupiter had bis, Wife Zum, and ei- 
ther for variety, or. when weary of: her 
Curtain-Lefture, he went to ifs Miſſes ; 
but for a ſull&#, enterrainnagge in his Cups, 
they procurea, him a Ganymede : His Grave 
was allo to be feen in Crete, as well as the 
Grave of any other perſon; and yer ſo for- 


© tiſhly impious were they, as to bdlicye this 


dead man to be the ever-living God. Nay, 
they . made - their Deities ſubject to thoſe 


celebrated in Zupitem, than his * 
tery ; nor in Zercury 5 than his: Fraud 
andT heirs,» of whoſe praiſes in a Hymn 
of Homer's ,,the greateſt is this : That be- 
ing bora in the morning, he had invented 
Miuſick by Noov, and before Nizht bin 
away the Carle of 4p3o from: his Herd© 
men. Therefore in Minutiis you may 
hear: Oifawus telling Celicius, rhagithe Hea- 


 thens entercain'd ſuch fabulous Notions of 


their Gods, as they uſually afcribed fact 


horrid things to them, as would hE ac- 


counted _— and: diſhonourable to any 
good mat: 


Timmon- 


( 28 ) 


Immortalia morta't ſermoue nitante Lucr. 


The. Heathens .( ſays Arnobins) did by. 


their Gods, as an Aſs would do by. Cats; 
whom if he were. to commend to his tel- 
low -Afles, be wauld ſay he had delicate 
long Ear, could Bray very loud , and 
carry great Burthens; whieh- being the 
molt eminent qualities in Aſles, they would 
attribute them to Cato- when they meant to 
raiſe him : and juſt ſo did they impiouſly 
judge ofgtheir Gods; which an ingenious 


Phyficiaw obſerving , he would: never give + 


one of their Prieſt's Phyſick, till he was in- 
form'd what opinion bis patient. had of 
vine Vengeance ;*bccauſe if he magnify'd 
3009's mercy, then he gave him ſomething 
to. purge Flegm ; whcreag- if he extolPd 
God's Judgments, then he gave him ſame- 


thing e@ purge Choler. Carday was io 


uncharitable as tro think this Superſticion 


(which didgreally fink under the rnines of 


Paganiſm )* was like the River Arethuſa, riſen 
up again even among the Chriſtians, ſar- 
ing, Nos agbuloyes lngutmmur de Deo, tanguam 
de uno e nobzs. But this impiety is fo far 
from being praiſed amonpgtt us Chrifiians 
of the Retormed Church, that Atheiſm it 
{elt would be as ſoon tolcrated. Plytarch de- 

red rather to be forgotten in the Worls, 
than. remembred by. the Name of the man 
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that uſed to devour his own Children, as $4- 
turn is regiorted to have done : and it is better 
tq have no opinion. of God at all, than-ſuch 
an one as is diſhonourable to him, as the 
Lord Bacon well obſerves. Yet this was the 
Heathen Faith ; for although they did not 
own themſelves to be made after the Image 
of God, iyer did they in pheir fond Imagt- 
nations maketheir Gods{ after the. Image 
of men ; which muſtneeds' occaſion the ſame: 
mutual likeneſs. | 
X 


Having thus therefore manured theGround 
of Popular Underitandings , wherein to ſow 
the ſeed of Vulgar Reltgionsgthey ſox'd there- 
upon ſuch kind'of Doftrines, asthey judged 
beſt capable of reception; and moſt 


to each pafticular Gemius of the rime%and. 


people , according as they ſound them 


more or leſy+rude or ſubtle, debauch'd or- 
auſtere. Hence grew their Oblations, and: 
Altars,, whereon they were off:r'd : theſe: 


did always accompany their Pmayers ;*for 
they ſuppoſing their Gods to be like - the 


Eaſtern Princes, before whom noman might - - 


come empty handed , and periaps becauſe 
a gicat part of their Ofierings fell ro the 


Priefi's ſhare; therefore they ſoon left off: 


Numa Pompilius's Inſtitmion , who accord- 
ing to.the poverty of thoſe times, ordaigfd 
4- little Wake ard Salt with a few. Frnits : 


and {0 Pythagoras appoimed Honey, Frankin-. 
Cccale, 


- 
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cenſe, Fruits, Flowers, and other things, | 
bur always axcruenta; till in procgls. of 11me | 


their Gods ( or art Itaſt, their Teſts) grew 


* ſo covetous, that they Eould not be fſatia- | 


red without the Blood of Beaſts ; re 


upon men began to offer up Sheep, Oxcn, | 
and almoſt all manger of Beaſts, ro one Gcd | 


or other who at Fngth, like corrupt Judges, 
were not .- bribed butzat high rates, 
eſpecially where either the petitioner was a 
Rich man, or the Boon ſucd for very conſt- 
derable,; or the God one of the better ſort: 
in ſuch agaſe Sheep were deſpiſed, and no- 
thing leiFthan an Ox would be accepted. 


Thus by degrees they grew to ſuch excels, | 


that at length in caſe of a publick Peſtilence, - | ; 
pon ſome great Warlike undertaking, ** / 
ir nor ygu(ual io off:r Heeatombs, that | « 
is, an hundred Oxen, an hundred Sheep, and | 1} 
as many Swine, all at once upon a anggred d 
ſeyeral Alcars. Bur to.cxcecd all this, Tome ' | | 
gtew ta Sacrifice Men .and Women : The . | |, 
ancient Ggfls uſed to feed! a man ſurptu- | 1, 
ouſly for Fe ſpice of one year, and then t 
upgn, a Feltiva! day, they carried him out , | p 
ot the City, aud ſtuned him ro death, as | 
an Expiation for tne Sins, of the People. ij; 
Alſo Apollaninus Tyanaus thought to top v 
the Plagus at Epheſus, by ſacrificing a poor - | x 
old Bcggar. Nay, ſome went fuurher than | | \ 
-effs, and ſacrificed their own WMildren: ,, | v 
thus Jeamemnnan upon his undertaking that | u 


icongyncd 


6! & 


| 


| when the! Mer party underſioed, .they al- 
| ways out-You?d the former, in hopes there- 
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| | reriowned War of Troy, offer'd up hig only 
| Daughrerlffgeerra; and if he coul h 


ave pro- 
the Gods thernſelves, it is very 


| probable he would. have ſacrificed him'to Z#- 
. | preer*er Mars, for the better ſucceſs in his 
- | ettcrprize. | 


We rcad in ancient Figory of many Hea- 
thens, who ſacrificed their own live ro pro- 
pittate the Gods. to thejr- Coltmtries :7as Co- 
drus for the Athenians; Menaceus,for the The- 
bans ; Anchorus, tor the Sydonians s as all Cur- 
tzas and the two Decitgfor the Rowany; where- 
of youmay read at large in Liv Eighth 
Book. Thus Humane Sacrifices grew eyery 
where ſocommon, that in Mexreo 20000 men 
in a year were frequently ſlain -ppon'their 
Altars ; for the more brutiſh and unnatute 
crue]ties they uſed , the more prevalence 
they thought them wich Heaven, avd in- 
deed hey have uſually been crown'd: with 
the moſt ſucteſs ; perhaps” ſuppeſings rhe in- 
tentional picty, to prevail above. the unna- 
tural. at; 'or rathcr, that che g@@&ral con- 
fiderce pf the Geds aſhſkance to be thereby 
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by to. win.the Gods from them, or at leaſt to-; thei 
make the Saulciers believe they#had : thus | colc 
. the Crotomate in their War againſt the Z+ ! nies 
erenſes, Vowd to Afpollo the tenth of thE | to ; 

fpoil, if he would give them viCtory : wherc- | 
upon the Logrexſes. to outvie them, vow'd | Þ 
to the ſame God the ninth part, if he would | thir 
be on their fide, and thar re-vie carrie ir. } app 
Alfo'the Frexch under the conduft of Ar1i-| alc 
flomicus againſt Flaminins, vow'd to Mars a | Ber 
great Gold=Chain ; but Plaminius to out-l:id | fole 
them, vow'd to erct a magnificent Trophy, |} has 
and ſo prevail'd. Much like the ſtary of a-| whi 
corrupt Judge, who being bribed with a Jar of}| Cot 
Opl, the other party came the next days| mo 
and preſented him with a fat Ox, where-\| fort 
upon he gave ſentence for the Ox; and | 9ac 
when the Oyl-man murmur'd, the Judge to-| clo, 
excuſe the buſineſs told him, that inthe place: | me 
where the Jar of OyI ſtood, :n Unruly Ox'| vat 
brake inand overturn'd it, ſoas it was quite. | Ea 
forgotten. Ard many times their Pravers | Ne 
were in themſiclves fo wicked and exectable, | but 
as conld never hope for a reception, unlcts | lon 
- uſtcrdin vitha yery tempting Qblation :; © +! the 
Da mihi fallere, da juſtum, [anfumg, T1aert, | clo 
Notte peccatis, & fraudibus objice nub:m. | cer 
| Horat. | ſag 
EY e 
This Prayer- one would think needed an He- | ſun 
catomb at leaſt to render it paſſable ; mot lo 

» . : their 
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t to-/ their Gods unwilling to let their Altars grow 
hus | cold, wapld ſometimes like Counmry Acror- 
£9 | nies, rather take ſmall fees than none at all, 
the! to affift them in their Frauds. 
ere> | --- KW | 
wd' Now as there were Sacrifices to obtain 
uld | things of the Gods, ard Peace-offterings to 
| it. | appeaſe their ' ſuppoſed wrath and fury ; ſo 
{ri affo were there others of thankſgiving, for 
's 4 | Benefits receiv'd : thus the Thurz made a 
{id | folemn Sactifice tro the North-wind , for 
hy, | haviog ciſpers'd and. ſunk the .grear Fleet 
f a-| which Dropyſius had ſent to- invade their 
r of] Country. Bur theſe kinds of Sactifices were 
Jay:| moſt praQiſed in private Families, and there- 
ere-\| fore may' rather be call'd Gentihtia than 
and | Sacra popilaria: of this ſort were the Sarrs 
tO} Clodre, Emilie, Zaliane, Corrnelie gentis, BC: 
ace:| mention'd in Tully ani others; which pri- 
Dx] vate Sacra were made perpetual by the 
;ice. | Laws, and ſo recommended ro Poſtrrity.. 
ers | Now becauſe they were'nor only chargeable, 
ble, | but to be cominned from Ag? Age as 
tels. | Jong as the ſaid Femily or Inhe:1tance laftedy 
| therefore Purchacers were glad adire be/t- 
| ditatem, or to get ſuch a living as was not 
z, | clogg'd with theſe cnrail'd 5:crifices ; - con- 
. © | cerning which, you may find a merry pal- 
rat. | ſage in Plautus, where a Paraſite braps that 
| he had gotren an Inheritance ſize [acrzs, ſte 
He | ſumptu, &8% but however, there were not 


but | ſo many of theſe Thankſgiving Sacrifices, . 
191) | | Oo 
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of the other ; for as much as, all: mn are: it. 
vaturally 1nclin'd to cavet andawiſh well ro} tan 
themſelves, but few- are ſo 'generous as|| po 
when their turns are ſery'd, to give thanks; me 

pecially if ir put them to charge: for thusJear 
we ſee many mcep will be mighty cha-j ot 
ritable in giving their Wclk go0d ad-| fir « 
vice, -.or ghoſtly counſel, who nevertheleſs} Yet 
will nat. part: with a farthing of movey.|the 
The baſe ingratitude of Mankind, is in a{mct 
juſt proportion repreſent:d in the ten Lepers {is h 
where although the reward expeQted for: 
their Gure , was only an honeſtqacknow- 
ledgement in a few words, yet when-they: 
had all they defir'd, and needed no more, 


mcatjogpr make uſe of. Repzntance : Butqprin 
the Reaſons of moſt obvions conjeture werefHea 
ewo : Firſt, they could not but - obſerveafices, 
how fickle a creature man is, he ſeldomgwere 
bolds long in a humour or reſolution, cſp*4elve 
Clally if it. goes againſt re grain of his na-broy 
_tufal inclinations : ſo as in effe&t, moſt m-a/abſo 
do bur like little- Children, þ i havingfor t 
committed a fault, will (to a6id whip-#bec 
ping) ſay they will do.{o no -more, bur doued 
| Y 
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are: it again the next hour: this made Repen- 
| ro! tance ſergamtgsthem but formal , it nor hy- 
as pocritical ; and although the intention of a- 
Ky wendmen o! life were- for the time in ſome 
hus)earneſt,, for flultus ſemper incipit orvere, -and 
ha- : ſo-they may, like dying men in a dangerous 
ad-j fic of Sickneis, yo to -become new men : 
leſs} Yet conſidering how frequefit and certain 
ey. their Relaples were , it ſeed alnibſt a 
11 a{mcckery, Or at the beſt, ſuch carelefneſs as. 
ers s{is hardly to be extenuate by the cerm of 
{Humane Fraily , but rather *a downright 
eft:& owwincredulity ; and if ſo, it were 
4#rhen a very improper Oblation to be recoltt- 
zoregimended from their Clergy, who liyed by the 
ubleſcreculitysof men? For certainly 'if men 
ir, L}did really ard ſeriouſly believe what they 
-qpretend, or what by*® fits they make them- 
IWelves think they do belicve$ they could 
"er-incyer live as they do ; ſo that want of be- 
zcaſeieving is the only thing which deſtroys alt 
liccle{Religion, both true and falſe. The oueet and: 
Butqprincipal mot.ve-- which 1:duced cfEFcrafty-.. 
werefHeathen Prieſts rather to promote Sacri-" 
ſerverfices, than Repenrance, was. for *that, they 
domgvere to be managed by none bur them-, 
c{p*-tlelves; and ſo beſides the great Profic they 
z na- brought them," they a'ſ> rendred them of 
m=a.abſolute agd perpeiual uſe ro the- people z 
for they c us never be Jaid aſide, as being 
beonly mt who by their O&-lattons could ' 
*puediate with - Heayen for- them : where- - 
4 as® 
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bring for himſelf, without the Price 
alliance , or any gain accruing to then th; 
thereby. | : Gc 
| XVas era 

Unleſs it were in Fapan, I do nct remeny tha 
ber to-have read of any place whete they Blc 
aſlumed the Office of Cwfefſors, wi 
power to ablolye ſinners; which peradvemany 
ture it they *had p:cſumed to claim, andcen 
could have obiain'd, might have» brought bef! 
them in as great a Revyercnce as a''y kind ofit e| 


not of it, or it may be thoſe great Officery his 
the Cepſores Morum would noi admit there} Liy 
of : fi'r-that it was ever found true, Facr 
iter ad peccatumm, ul inalis ej} gratia ;, eſpe 
cially Rich men would not care how victouf goo 
they were, knowing they had wherewirhalf whe 
to procure Ablolution when they plcaled : {4 Sact 
that thePoor ſeem'd in a manner predefti| Foy 
nate to damnation, or Goa's Enemies , at! and 
the Turks call them; who for that Reaſonj the 
will very ſeldom relievethem. ;tob 
He that. would ask, what the arcient Re! mac 
ligion of the Heathens was? it may be at the 
ſwered him, that' it was their Sacrifices;; ti:is 
which varied according to the ſevera} man-! 
ners of each Country. Now however all Sa:| P7;7 
crifices. ſcem to be the iriycation of Privtts, 
ycl 
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urs yet the Cruenta eſpecially; many: Philoſo- 
4 phers condemning them, but above all Py- 
thagoras, who ſaid,. That men ought to per- 
mit no Saciifice made with ſlaughter ; and 
a that the innocent were not to be ſlain for the 
! Gods, ſuch cruelty being rather likely toag- 
| eravate, than extequate mens other fins; alſo 
» that Altars were not to be*®imbrued with 
| Blood. PoYphiry likewiſe ſaith, Thatin an- 
cient times ir was thought a great crime ro kill 
any harmleſs innocent Beaſts, they being inter. 
commoners with men on Earth : And many 
belides him were of that opinion; as thinking 
nd ofit enough to take from the Sheep her Fleeee, 
irom the Cow her Milk, and from the Ox 
his Labagr, without robbing them of rheir 
4Lives. The killing of Animals in Sacrifice, 
iq was howcver thought to be yery proper for 
4 Feaſting ; they might alſo notfwithourt Tome 
pood intention be cfter'd to their Gods, as to 
whom they ow'd their Food. The matter.of 
d : {6 Sacrifices in general , was Fleſh, Fiſh, and 
deſti! Fowl, as alſo whatſoever did afford favoury 
s, 3jand wholſom ſuſtenance. But amongſt ail 
eaſon} the C:uznts Sacrificra, the moſt ancient ſeems 
;to be that of Swine, who for the treſpaſs they 
t Re mace vpon Agriculture, were cfier'd to Ceres 
2 ar! the Goddeſs thereof, 2s we may learn from 
fices; tis line of- Owzd : | 
man} | 
all Sa. Prima Ceres avite gavila eft ſauguine Porce. 
I tots 


yet} Now 


| 


| Al 
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felles ; obicrving oaly, that wizrens the  A-! . gf 
gyptians laggificed either ro Damonsor Idols, jg 
the Jſraelites throug the Divine pggmiſſion} ta 
weie allow.'d ro gffcr them 10 God. - St. Ze-| w; 
roms allo upon the words! Zerexziah (chip.7) as 
ver. 21.) faithi-That God ar Jaft did aliew} ic, 
the uſe "of Sacrifices to him(@?, leſt hen En 
wile they ſhould be made to faiſe Gods':} 5þ 
whereupon allo he ,potes, that Mojes never! fop 
commarite the uſe of Sacrifices, but by the! yy 
way of tolegating them after the Zraciztes, Th 
were come our of /Agypt, where the {weeinels| py 
of Sacrifices ſeerns firli ro have been tound !- poſ 
oat; for not oniy their Bellies, but alſo cheir| wa, 
Backs profited by them ; tunice pellicee, of on 
Coats of Skins being their uſual Car ments: van 
for which reaſon the Cruenta Sacrificia were | heir 
molt eſtecm'd of all others. 2 that 
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There are many general things obſer- 
vable in _ moſt of their Offerings, and 
of myſtical fignification ; as this : That -al- 
though their Gods were notoriouſly guilty 
of ' Fraud, Rapine, and Violence, yet aboye 
all other Oblations they delighted moſt in 
Creatures meck#and' harmleſs, as: Doves, 


Shcep, and Oxen ; which were not. only ' 
| better Meat for. their Prieſts, than Lyons 
and T'ypers, or the like, but alſo ſerved for 


an Emblem; to: ſhew that ſoft and” innocent 
Natures, were ordained for a prey tothe 


| fraudulent, rapacious and violent : In- the 
-|  obſeryation whereof , the wiſe SpeQtators 
| inſtruted themſelves ro theirgown adyane 


tage alld ſafety, Mifth to this purpoſe 
was that ſaying of an Ancient Father, Ou- 
nes nos ſupus aut Corvi qu laterant , aut 
Cadatrera que lacerantur ; _—_— ro our 
Engliſh Prob, he who makes himſelf a 
Sheep, -becomes a prey tothe Wolfe, There- 


' fofe Mihimet to make is ©Dilciples all 


Wolves, dclivers this Impious' Do&rine, 
hat he who forgives an Iyury does well, 
but he who. reveoges it, does better; ſup- 


Poſing that a conſtant Revenge for -Iruries, - 
| would in time make Men more. wary of 


comn *ng them, and by conſequence ad- 


| Vance” Morality. Alſo Machiawils defign 
| beitig to reader his Diſciples ſo rapacious, 2 
that they might -be able to encounter the © 

H worſt 


of 


E 
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worſt of Meng he is by the ingenious Bocaline | 


in his Purnaſis, teſembled to a Man that | 


driving a Flock of Sheep into a/Corner, did | 


there take out their own:Teeth, and in their 


ſtead, gave each of them a ſet of Wolves : 
Teeth ; fo that whereas before, one Shepherd 


was able to drive a whole Flock, now each 


Sheep hath need of a particular Shepherd,and | 
all lixcie-envngh too. Much to our purpoſe | 


* it nored by Plutarch, that great Princes in | 


their Shields, do ever give Creatures of Force 
atid Rapine, as Eagles, Lioris, Dragons, and 
the like, ro'teach them how to maintain 


their Grandeur : In reſemblance whereof, . 


_; 


Hey the 4th of France, had ever cograven ! 


upon his Ordnance this Motto, Ratio vltizia 

Regum g but however for petry Princes; a FOX 

may: be. the better Emblety, | F 
XVI. 


Theſe Sacrifices upon anon Occa- 


fions, were ever preſented with wonderful 


Solemnrity and Magnificence.z for according | 


rw Sr. Pays Cbicryation, they holding we / 


were the Off ſpring of the Gods, mizshr pro- 
bably conj<@d thac our great delight which 


we take in ſvlemn Shows and Muſick, might ! 
2 otigivally derived inroour Natures, from | 


the tke Spirit in the Divine Originai of Na- 
wre, of whom we proceed: Avid if 6, then 


theſe Eind of Solemnities ſeem proper Sacti-| 


| » 


fces to lie Gepins of Mankind, and by con- | 


” ” , 


a 


- 


f 


{quence , would at Iaſt rake with Men, if | 
REES not | 


c/ LS Lt 


ET .Y 
not with God. However, they. were found 
to Work Two grcar eftccts upon the Pcoples 
Minds: The one, of concern to Religion ; 


! the other, to the State, The concern, as £ 


Reltioiors was, in railing a kind of Veneya- 
tn ard autal Terrour in the SpeQaters ; 
wich 15 a frame. of Spirit molt ſuſceptible 
of Devotion, excluding all wandriog, light 
and vain Thoughts. Therefore in the moſt 
ancient times; the chick part of their Divine 
Worſhip was celebrated in thick Groves ; 
and afcerwards when they creed Temples, 
many of them were of magnificent ſtrufture, 
but cyer fo gloomy and da'k, as they were 
in-cne day time fain to make ulg of Lamps 
upon their Altars ; for ſuch a Light repre- 
ſents any Show mach mor: ſpl:ndiily than 
open day-light: As we plainly ſee in our 
Theatres, who bur for that advantage, wonld 
never bz ar the charge of Lamps and Candics 
inthe Suramer time. Theſe ſtately Rep:e- 
ſemarions of their Offerings, with the Prictts 
ſanaſtical Vellmoots and proſound Gravity, 
was a ki:d- of Ating thcir Religion as it 
were upd a Stage ; and it fared aiſo with 
that, as with Opera's, which ever take berrer 
Afted, than Read: Segnins irritant antimos 
aeuſa per anves, ©uam Jgne ſunt oculrs ſub- 
ria fidebbus. The w'olet Hiſtory of mcſt 
of their Gos, was at the time of their, ſeve- 
ral Feftivals very ſplendidly Atted after the 


4 


| Manner of pablick Plavs, aud generaily 1n 
T1 


I 2 Cuind 


(42 ) | 
dumb-ſhows, without any Words at all ; as 
Toppoling every ene from his Childhood ac- 
quainted with the Story by his Religious E- | c 
ducation, © Theſe Shows upheld their fabu-1. 
lous Divinity many Thouſand Years, per- | 
haps much longer than if they had grounded ! h 
it upon Argumentative Di'coutſes and Syllo. | R 
giſms, Which are knacks that cicher rake not / 
"the mfſticude at all, or never hold them | 67 
long : For either the Cares of the World | , 
ſtiff: them , or ar. beſt aſter a time, they | 
row as tedious as a Fiddler, that can pa 4 
H 


ene Tune. Bcſides, theſe frequent Repre- 
ſcntations were no leſs effeQtual to ſtreograen | | 
the Peoples Faith , than it they heard the| 5; 
Articles of their.- Faith daily reheagg'd unto! 

them ; which is the moſt prevalent way of| ;. 
Naturalizing a Religion to the People, how} pg. 
falſe ſoever ; fince nothing 45s more trc- wh 
quent, than to have Men nfilic (though} 5. 
of their own inventions,) ſo often, till jn 9 
time they treinielyes grow to believe them | Fry 


CUE. : ' to 
XVIII. — Hk. 

The other Concern, w:z. of the State jj fab, 
thoſe great Sanguirary Sactifices, was by in-! (ei 
nuring the Pecple to ſuch horrid and bloody; Nt, 
Sights, which though but of Beaſts, ya! 557 
doubtleſs tended much to the hardning of; "yo; 
their Hearrs againſt all apprehenſions off T4 
Bicod and Death, either ia themſelves or, Ger, 
cihers ; rendring them fitter for the Wars! Tg; 


and] s 


: 
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ard thereby more capable either of defend- 


ing or colarging their Empire. Upon this 
Conſideration 1t is, that our Laws will not 


"| *adrnic a Butcher® ro ſerve upon the Juty of 
! Life and Death : Allo at the Baitel of Egge- 
'' hill, ic was generally obſerv'd, thar one Foot- 


U9: | Repiment of Butchers , behaved themſelves 
no%' more ſfoutly than any other Regignent of 
14 | either ſide ; and yer they had nevegaÞefore,, 
* that time been fl-ſtyd in any blood Þur that 
We of Beaſts, To' this purpole therefore the 
_] ancient” Romans did . mach harden the 
ef Hearts of their Men, by uſing them to yal 


| rious other inhumane bloody . Sights.;. as, 


Gladiators ſlaughtering one another in their 
Amphitfacres ; and condemning Malciac- 


| fors- to -be there torn in picces by wild 


Beaſts, for the dfverſion of the People ; 
which”eccaſian'd the Primitive Church to 
prohibit the” Chriſtians all- ſuch' bloody 


| Sights; as not intending or approving. of 
| ſuch hardneſs of Hearty but- rather chooſing 
' to govern in the Spirit of Meckneſs and Jn- 
'| rocence, hoping thereby to gain a greater 
| {ubmifh >12 : Whereas: the Heathen Princes, 
'| (cip*ecially the Romans, ) when they ar- 
' Tived t5 that Grandeur; as encouraged them 


mo an ambition of - conquering the Uni- 


| Verſe, defired, in purſuance of that wicked 
. PefiznY to educate their: People in ſuch 


fierceneſs and inbumanity, as might fit them 


' for that purpoſe, And the Heathen Prieſts_ 


H 2 (who 
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(who were certainly the wickedeſt and craft- 
ricft of Men) knowing how {crviceable they 
might be to the Prince, as well as the Prince 
to them, in a'deſpatick Government, {con 


dicover'd their -own intcreſt, in beirg Contri- | 


buters to th a: Deſign. 
| XX. 

Now conſidering theſe things, ard where 
all regard of Gud and Nature was Jaid 
aſige, the uſe of their Saciifices could not 
but b= very pertincat ; and apprenended 


thar way, were not fo ablurd as by Luan 


and cther ingenious Perſons they are repre- 
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ar 

-y 
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fented tro have been. The common People 


were ſo weak, asto be deluded into the be- | 


l'&f of theſe Trump:ries, by thatfallacious 
Argument which all Superſticions have eyer 
made uſe of, and jndced lics as well for one 
as another, (viz) that the vulgar Faith was 


the ſafeſt. But however, the great and 
Prudent Men amongſt them , were not- ſo | 
ſottiſh and blind, as not to diſcern the in- | 


ar 


trinſick- worthleſIneis of their Superſtitions, | 
however they uphe}d them for worldly ad- | - 
vantage ; and therefore when a Roman Ge: | 


neral defcrr'd to give the ſignal of a Bat- 
rel ; becauſe the Southſayers Chickens for- 


bore to eat ; a Young Noblema! ſtawding | 


by, told him, He wondred he would omit | 


ſo great an opportuvity for ſo ſmall a thing : 
To whom the General rep!ly'd, Theſe things 


14/7" en 


ſecm {mal], but our Fore fathers by regard- | 


ing 


: 
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ing theſe little things, haye made this Com- 
monwealth great. And ro ſhew that when 
they were not under theſe politick Corrup- 
tions , but free to declare their own Judg- 
merts, their inward Devotion was more CX- 
cellent than their outward Profcllion, obſerve 
what one of their own Poets (delivers concern- 
ing Sacrifices : | 


Non Bowe madtato czleflia numina gauient, 
Sed que Þreſianads eſt wel ſine teſte Fide- OV, 


